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Tribute to Dennis Belcher
Ed Koren*
Dennis and I first “met” by telephone in the late ‘80s, when he
agreed to write a chapter in my treatise. Henry Gissel was the then
Chair of the RPTE Section of the ABA, who had written the Forward to
my treatise, and then asked me to get involved with the Section. He
appointed me as Vice Chair of the Committee that Dennis chaired,
which was the Marital Deduction Committee—Legislation and Regulations. There was a similar committee in the Section that dealt with planning, but neither the leaders of that committee, nor Dennis and I, could
determine what different roles the committees were supposed to have,
so we always did projects together. The Vice Chair of that committee
was Chris Albright, and Dennis and Chris and I became friends and—
although no one would have suspected at the time—successive Chairs of
the Section.
One of the misconceptions that most of us have is that, when we
have a long-time relationship with someone, we really “know” them. I
have seen the fallacy of this belief in three funerals I have attended this
year. The first was for a long-time member of my Wednesday prayer
group. Although we shared a lot of intimate personal details, the information about him that was revealed at his funeral showed a completely
different side than I’d ever seen.
The second funeral was of a long-time client, whom I had represented since I was an associate (which is more than a few years ago!).
Although she and her husband had probably spent more time with my
family than any other client that I ever had, I learned a number of things
about her at her funeral that I had never known. While they all confirmed my basic views about her, they also showed that she was even
more generous—and also even more feisty—than I had ever expected.
The third funeral was that of Dennis, in Richmond. While I viewed
him as one of my best friends, what became apparent there, and at the
reception that followed, was that so many of you also viewed him in the
same light.
He was clearly a very warm and special person, who had the knack
not only of good leadership and insight, but also the ability to make you
* Edward F. Koren is Chair of the Private Wealth Services Group of Holland &
Knight, LLP, practicing primarily in its Tampa, FL office. He is also a past Regent and
past Chair of the Estate & Gift Tax Committee of ACTEC.
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feel very special. I certainly enjoyed the time that we spent together in
the “chairs” of the RPTE Section, and the many times thereafter that
we would meet at various meetings, all of which were too few.
One of those meetings also revealed a different side of Dennis—his
devilish humor. At an ABA Annual Meeting sometime in the late ‘90s,
Dennis and Chris and I were at a Section dinner, and had travelled to it
in a car that had been rented by Stacy Eastland. After the dinner, one
of the secretaries in my Orlando office had told me that we just “had to”
go to Howl At The Moon, a dueling piano bar. As it turned out, that
night was “bachelorette night,” which obviously gave Dennis an idea.
He called a waiter over and, while Stacy wasn’t looking, pointed to
Chris Albright, and gave the name, Stacy Eastland.
Once the lyricist had finished with the current bachelorette, the
waiter gave a paper to them and they asked Stacy Eastland to “come on
down!” Stacy’s eyes were as big as saucers! The entertainers kept asking for Stacy to come on down, and finally Stacy started to get up, at
which point, Dennis called it off.
The experience obviously shook up Stacy, for as we were driving
back, I was giving directions, because I had been raised in Orlando. I
told him to turn at a particular street, but he kept driving and I repeated
the direction until he finally made the turn too late and went up on the
median. There was a police car parked across the street, but fortunately, they were hassling a homeless person and didn’t see Stacy, who
didn’t say a word all the way back to the hotel. After he got out of the
car and gave the keys to the valet, he then said in his Texas drawl, “That
could have been a loooong night!”
And that was the kind of thing that we learned to expect from Dennis. Always joking, and perhaps making us be the butt of a joke, but
always in good fun and never malicious, and all while providing excellent insight and leadership.
We will all miss him very much.

Dennis Belcher: A Good, Gifted, and Decent Man
Daniel H. Markstein, III*
The circle has shrunk again. We mourn the loss and celebrate the
life of Dennis Belcher, a good, gifted, and decent man. Dennis took
great joy from life, from his profession, his avocations, his friends, and
especially his family; and he gave great joy in more than equal measure.
When I think of him, I remember good times; for whether he held a
golf club, a glass of wine, or a legal document, with Dennis the times
were always good. He was my friend. I miss him. I miss his practical
approach to solving problems, his ability to synthesize and simplify complex facts, his robust sense of humor and hearty laughter, and his warm
companionship. I realize that we shall not see his like soon again.
His friend, law partner, and golfing buddy, Jim Walsh, said it well
for each of us: what a privilege it was to have participated in his life.
One of his favorite places to vacation and to play golf was The Greenbrier in West Virginia. Just below its north entrance there is a plaque
that commemorates its predecessor, The Old White Hotel, and those
who frequented it. To paraphrase what is written on that plaque, Dennis
leaves upon the silent shore of memory images and precious thoughts
that will not fade and shall not be forgotten. Thank you for this opportunity to remember and to honor Dennis Belcher.

* Daniel H. Markstein, III is an attorney and a shareholder of Maynard, Cooper &
Gale in Birmingham, Alabama.
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